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as well as to the kings. But with the credulous
and excitable peoples of Southern Europe words
told like gun-shots ; and England probably repaid
to Europe in 1848 more than her own Reform
agitation owed to France in 1830.

From the beginning French democracy had
been doubly compromised, by the support of the
Socialists and by the support of the priests. A
movement like Robert Owen's for putting co-
operators in the place of capitalists had become
confounded with a movement like that of the
Chartists for confiscating the property of the rich.
A terror more deadly than that once inspired by
the guillotine took hold of the bourgeoisie and the
peasants, and drove them to seek protection from
the army and the Church. It soon became evident
that political liberty could not yet co-exist with
universal suffrage in France. Practically the only
question was whether absolute power should be
exercised by the heir of Charles X. or by the heir
of Napoleon. A popular vote decided in favour
of the Bonapartist candidate, Prince Louis Napo-
leon, who was elected President of the Republic.
He had secured the support of the priests by
promising1 to reinstate Pope Pius IX. in the
temporal sovereignty of Rome, whence he had
been driven, on failing as a reformer, by the
Italian revolutionists. After a waiting game of
three years the Prince-President used the army to
destroy what little remained of French liberty. A
so-called plebiscite condoned the treacherous and
sanguinary means by which he had seized on
despotic power, and in another year another